





Business proposals of the Economic
Development of the city of Solingen
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3D-network

The 3D-network is an initiative of Economic development
of the City of Solingen. Since its establishment in June
2015, the network has already become Germany’s biggest
network for 3D technologies with companies, start-ups,
universities and institutions. The 3D-network is at the Startup
and technology center Solingen.

www.3dnetzwerk.com

Stellenportal Solingen & Region

Stellenportal, a virtual platform which is operated by
Economic development of the City of Solingen, combines
job listings and applicant pool. This combination plus
the chance of corporate presentation is a real unique selling
point in Solingen on a regional level. Bringing together
skilled employees and employers from the region — we
thereby contribute to a local oriented placement of skilled
employees and executives.

www.stellenportal-solingen.de

Coworkit!

Freelancers, creative people, start-ups or even people who
are not in Solingen regularly but need work stations can
find these in our co-working space and start-up incu-
bator “coworkit”, the first of its kind in Solingen. You
need a desk or a team office for 3 to 4 people? Including
LAN, WLAN, printer, usage of the conference room and
coffee at a flat-rate? You are at the right place! Coworkit
can offer even more: start-up workshops and presentations,
monthly meetings which offer start-ups in Solingen the
chance of networking. Moreover, all co-workers get the
opportunity to use the 3D lounge of the 3D-network with
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Wirtschaftsstandort Solingen

corresponding printers and software. Anyone looking for
additional support after the coworkit events for example in
drawing up a business plan or financing can get this free of
charge at our starter center North Rhine-Westfalia.

www.coworkit.de

Solingen-like

What characterizes the business location Solingen and the
brand? What does life offer in Solingen? “Solingen-like” is a
portal to Solingen, the City of Blades. Here you will find
information about the City of Blades and learn about the
things to know about the history of the City of Blades, the
economy and the brand as well as the social life in our city
in a charming manner. We recommend our Facebook page
in order to stay “up-to-date” daily.

www.facebook.com/solingenlike

IBCS International Business Center Solingen

Solingen, the City of Blades is globally known and is well
connected internationally via its companies. It is not only
the products and services from Solingen that are sought
internationally; Solingen which lies near metropolises is be-
coming more interesting to companies operating internatio-
nally. We as Economic development of the City of Solingen
therefore want to push forward our own network with
binding structures and have opened the International Busi-
ness Center Solingen (IBCS).

IBCS is an initiative of Economic development of the City of
Solingen in cooperation with Ern-Gruppe from Solingen as
well as the international law and tax consultancy firm ECO-
VIS with the aim of offering an integral range of services.

www.ibc-solingen.com
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Startup and technology center Solingen

(arrive and grow)

The Startup and technology center Solingen is the first
contact point for founders of new businesses and young
companies in Solingen. We are offering free consultancy
on business start-ups, coaching and mentoring, seminars
and workshops as well as flexible office solutions, modern
function and seminar rooms.

Start-ups and business consultancy

As a certified Startercenter.NRW Startup and technology
center Solingen offers professional support from developing
your business idea. You will get support in every phase of
your intention of starting a new business. We also have
diverse offers for young companies such as seminars which
are oriented to specific topics, coaching, consultancy on
subsidies and patents.

ES— e

Work stations in the co-working space

Offices / Co-working space

Apart from consultancy on start-ups, Startup and technology
center Solingen also offers the appropriate space for your
company. You work in a presentable, historic ambience.
The range of options varies from single desks in the
co-working area to individual offices and large office
units. The offer is rounded off by comprehensive service
with a main reception, postal service, free conference
rooms, diverse function rooms and a professional structure.

Function room in Startup and technology center Solingen

Function rooms

Are you looking for a seminar room in Solingen? We offer
space for your meetings, seminars, workshops or confe-
rences. The offer ranges from conference rooms for 8 peo-
ple to seminar rooms for up to 20 people and conference
rooms for up to 140 people. We support your individual
wishes with our events service.

Grants

Are you a start-up company that wants to bring your idea
to the test phase quickly? Are you about to establish a
company? Are you looking for support in the pre-seed or
seed phase? Startup and technology center Solingen is the
right place to go to for coworkit’s start-up grant. Startup
and technology center Solingen also offers a professional
environment in which you can focus fully on your start-up
or the development of your idea with our all-round care-
free package.

BERG-PITCH

The BERG-PITCH is the first public start-up pitch in Bergisches
Land — an initiative of Economic development and Startup
and technology center Solingen. The BERG-PITCH gives
start-ups eight minutes for the presentation and another
six minutes for questions and answers. Four start-ups have
the opportunity to introduce themselves at our pitch. In the
end, the public and an expert panel decide who has won the
BERG-PITCH and can take the prize.

www.gut-sg.de
www.coworkit.de

o)
S
L
to}

]
=

B
=4
()
©




© fotofabrika - Fotolia.com

Industry 4.0:

Secure a technological edge!

At some point a business IT specialist came to 3D-network
with a print job. It involved a hand prosthesis. A friend of
his had lost the right forearm during an accident. A team
consisting of members of the network was quickly estab-
lished. The hand prosthesis is supposed to be controlled in
three ways: via a keypad which is on the prosthesis, via voice
command and via pressure impulse from the arm stump
(muscle contraction). 3D-networks first medical charity
project was born; an additional benefit of the network.

3D-networks main objective is to secure a technological
edge for companies in Solingen. Many companies in Solingen
and in Bergisches Land are in the production sector. The
focal points are metal processing, engine building, surface
technology and plastics processing.

We are of the opinion that 3D technology and additive ma-
nufacturing offer diverse potential applications and new
market opportunities especially for this industry. In our
3D-network, an initiative of Economic development, com-
petencies in aircraft construction and engine building as
well as the fashion and textile industries are pooled beyond
the cutlery and electroplating industry. Technology provi-
ders of the motor industry and medical technology are also
represented. In the meantime, our network has developed
into the biggest network for 3D technologies in Germany
with partners from within the country and abroad.

3D printed model of a hand

3D print with FDM technology (Fused Deposition Modeling)

Digital communication requires fast internet via broad-
band. Solingen caters for this with diverse strategies: In
the past few years the Technische Betriebe Solingen have
made a name for themselves with the Solicom brand as a
provider of fiber optic cables. Over 200 kilometers of fiber
optic lines are available for commercial clients. Moreover,
the fiber optic infrastructure was expanded in coopera-
tion with the Deutsche Telekom. A third provider in our
local market is Unitymedia. Fiber optic connections for the
industry and commercial establishments are therefore ex-
tensively available. Apart from the corresponding client-
specific offers you will certainly find your contact person
for services and consultancy in Solingen.

www.3dnetzwerk.com
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Act wisely for our future generations!

The future starts now. That is how we want to act in Solin-
gen. “Sustainability” is increasingly becoming a practiced
principle. This is expressed by Solingen’s sustainability con-
ference for instance. This conference is attended not only
by experts but also by all residents — young and old.

For years, many people in Solingen have been dealing with
different topics revolving around sustainable development
—in kindergartens and schools, associations and initiatives,
companies and institutions, political parties and administ-
ration. This engagement should be continued, intensified
and put on an even wider scale. A communal sustainability
strategy is supposed to be developed and implemented.

The aim is to develop a strategy for Solingen on sustainable
development and implement it and take up the global sus-
tainability goals agreed upon by the United Nations in or-
der to achieve new and innovative impulses for sustainable
trade on the communal level.

Almost 200 residents of Solingen of different ages played a
part in this. Their ideas, suggestions and visions are incor-
porated in the city’s sustainability strategy which is suppo-
sed to be determined by the policy makers. It involved and
involves six topics: social participation, natural resources
and environment, climate and energy, mobility, employ-
ment and economy as well as global responsibility.

www.solingen.de




Smart City Solingen: Hey, BOB!

Apart from the resource-sparing space management through
the reactivation of industrial wastelands, electro-mobility in
Solingen is a main element of sustainable trade. Diesel bu-
ses will become a thing of the past when the entire fleet of
Solingen’s public transportation services shall be replaced by
2030. Solingen is advancing a project in which the overhead
contact line is an independent charging infrastructure.

BOB — That is what the new battery-powered trolleybus
(Batterie-Oberleitungs-Bus) is supposed to be called: emission-
free local public transport as part of the “Smart City” — that
is the program. The aim: emission-free local public transport
that is powered purely by electricity in the future.

After all: Solingen has the biggest trolleybus network in Ger-
many. A “smart grid”, an intelligent power supply system
develops when the overhead contact lines become a char-
ging infrastructure and not just an overhead contact line.
Pollutants and noise are reduced in that way and the vehicles
can recharge dynamically during the drive and also drive wi-
thout a problem along sections without overhead contact
lines hence connecting the outskirts even better.

www.neue-effizienz.de > research = bob-solingen

Railway station Solingen-Mitte

Bahnhof

Bicycle, car, bus: everything with electric drive
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Our museums — They are worth visiting!

Experience the history of knives, scissors and cutlery in
different museums. At the LVR-Industriemuseum Gesenk-
schmiede Hendrichs you can actively experience how
scissors are made in the original ambience among other
things. The Deutsche Klingenmuseum Solingen presents
itself in a modern way and with an extensive collection of
cutlery from many eras.

The Museum Plagiarius deals with plagiarism which fre-
guently affects Solingen’s industry. There are certainly mu-
seums in Solingen which cover other topics. At the Kunst-
museum Solingen, you can find the Center for Persecuted
Arts — which is unique countrywide — as well as exhibitions
of modern contemporary art.

www.die-bergischen-drei.de/stadt-solingen

Art and Culture: The Sudpark
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Forum Produktdesign in Stdpark
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LVR-Industriemuseum Solingen-Gesenkschmiede Hendrichs

Many artists have settled in the Stdpark which is centrally
located in Solingen’s city center. The area moreover allures
with the Forum Produktdesign and the Museum Plagiarius.
On the grounds of the listed former main train station of
Solingen, art is given a special space. The Korkenzieher-
strasse stretches beyond the Stdpark which leads walkers
and cyclists through the entire urban area and restaurants
and cafés at its periphery invite one to take a break. The
Omega site borders the Stdpark. Modern apartments,
ateliers, restaurants and commercial premises are soon
coming up on the former industrial site; an example of
good, modern district management at the entrance of the
city center.

www.gueterhallen.de
www.ig-wiss.de
www.restaurantstiickgut.de



Impressive excursion destinations

There is a range of excursion destinations in Solingen and the ~ The Mingstener Brlcke, the Schloss Burg and the Fauna
surroundings which impress through a symbiosis of natural ~ Zoo are in line with nature and form highlights of the City
landscape and historic ambience — the Solinger Kotten is  of Blades and its surroundings.

one of them.

Picnic under Germany’s highest railway bridge

Mingstener Briicke which is 120 years is Germany’s highest
and most imposing construction of its kind. The legendary
bridge is surrounded by Mungsten Bridge Park whose
meadows and observation decks invite one to have a picnic,
sunbathe, hike and play. Pure relaxation in extraordinary
panoramal

www.brueckenpark-muengsten.de

. © Lukas Bartels

Mingstener Briicke

Medieval atmosphere at the Burg Castle

On foot, with the car or with the associated cable car —
Schloss Burgis a “must” and it invites one to travel through
time into medieval times with a wonderful view. Medieval
games regularly ensure entertainment and insights into a
time long past. The medieval historic monument will at-
tract more visitors in the future as a modern tourist and
conference center.
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www.schlossburg.de

Our old Kotten are worth visiting more than once — the
Balkhauser Kotten and the Wipperkotten. In the past, Z
Kotten were workshops in which knives and scissors were
sharpened and polished. The industrialization of our city
commenced in buildings of this kind. There is also a grin-
ding museum in Balkhauser Kotten in which the old crafts- - \
man’s tradition is demonstrated live.

www.balkhauser-kotten.de
www.wipperkotten.de

Wipperkotten on the Wupper
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Shopping in Solingen

Hofgarten Solingen

Shopping in the city center

In the city center of Solingen, there are different shopping
facilities apart from a big pedestrian zone. One of the
city center magnets is the Hofgarten with its architecture
which is inspired by nature, industry and fashion. The cen-
ter offers an interesting shopping world including a varied
selection of culinary delights.

www.einkaufen-in-solingen.de
www.hofgartensolingen.de

Shopping in Ohligs

On a long, vehicle-free pedestrian passage, Ohligs offers
a wide range of cafés and ice cream parlors apart from
numerous shopping facilities which make shopping in Ohligs
a relaxed affair.

www.owg-ohligs.de

Shopping in Wald

The market place and the church of Solingen-Wald are
surrounded by diverse shopping facilities. In addition, the
Friedrich-Ebert-StraBe and the Walder Schlauch are nearby
with a large number of smaller shops and restaurants.

www.solingen-wald.com

Shopping in Héhscheid

The shopping facilities stretch over the entire main street in
Hohscheid: Starting from the Hohscheider Denkmal up to
the Grlnewald railway station, retail trade offers a diversified
range with sufficient parking spaces.

www.hoehscheid.com



Factory sales in the City of Blades

FACTORY OUTLET
CITY SOLINGEN

Before the big outlet centers in Germany, Solingen was way
ahead as a Factory Outlet City. For the residents of Solingen,
it was so obvious that no one noticed this unique selling
point. Economic development of the City of Solingen first
described this unique selling point fully and it contributes
to Solingen’s fame as a Factory Outlet City with different
measures.

The special feature in Solingen: The City of Blades has cer-
tainly grown as a Factory Outlet City and it has originated
from itself. Here, no artificially built, replaceable shopping
paradise awaits the visitors. In fact, buyers in the Solingen
Factory Outlets can convince themselves personally of the
quality of the items.

In over 30 locations spread across the town, the offer of
world-renowned brands trump with authentic factory sales
directly from the manufacturers! With a bit of luck, one
can be advised by the boss personally. There is nothing like
this anywhere in Germany! Economic development brings
order to many of these offers with brochures and its own
website.

www.werksverkauf-in-solingen.de

Wide selection at the factory sales

uctions - Fotolia.com
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Metropolitan area:

Solingen takes responsibility
in regional competition

We are putting our future action as a city on secure foun-
dation. The federal government and the state government
as well as the European Union support us in this regard.
For our voice to be heard clearly, Solingen has joined the
metropolitan area of Rheinland. Germany’s regions are in
stiff competition countrywide.

The cities and districts of the metropolitan area of Rhein-
land with about 8.5 million people (administrative districts:
Cologne and Dusseldorf) benefit from each other through
cooperation in transportation, education, culture and tou-
rism. Our Lord mayor, Tim Kurzbach was elected to the
board for this association. He stood with the support of
Wuppertal, Remscheid and other districts organized under
the Kommunale Arbeitsgemeinschaft Bergisch Land.

All'in all, Bergisches Land will actively involve itself in all its

opportunities in the new metropolitan region because in-
frastructure projects do not stop at city or district borders.

Mingstener Briicke and Bridge Park
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